The Cold War (1945-1985)

Themes

· The Social and Political changes in Europe during the latter half of the 20th century were some of the most drastic seen before, possibly eclipsing that of the French Revolution.

· The split of the Grand Alliance into the Cold War was due to underlying political differences that through mistrust and propaganda prevented much debate.

· At the Potsdam Conference the Grand Alliance split over the issue of free elections in Eastern Europe. Previously the consensus had been to allow democratic but pro-russian elections while in the Potsdam Conference Truman demanded true free elections while Stalin flat out refused. The American course of actions was dictated by popular will at home as a result of WWII propaganda about democracy.

· After WWII most of Europe had been completely devastated with a collapsed economy and refugees crowning the roads. However, with totalitarian govt discredited people were willing to try new ideas, foremost among them were the Christian Democrats, but there were other progressive Catholic groups

· The Socialist and Communist parties in France, Italy, and Britain began to establish numerous welfare measures that became known as ‘welfare states’.

· Europe was able to avoid the economic stagnation that developed after WWI because people remembered it and tried to avoid going back to that. Many governments also adopted capitalism both because they thought it was a better system and because it seemed to work for the US as a superpower.

· The economic system was able to recover due to people being able to buy luxuries such as refrigerators stimulating a domestic economy. In addition, many of the internal trade barriers were removed to create the ‘Common Market’ of Europe, the forerunner of todays European Union.

· After the complete bloodshed and devestation of WWI and WWII, Europe wanted to avoid that so they began to become more unified, initially under economic unions such as:

· Organization of European Economic Cooperation (OEEC) was a proto-EU but fell apart because Britain wanted to maintain their empire and Britain had been used to avoiding entangling alliances. Because the political approach to unity failed, govts shifted their focus to economics.

· European Economic Community (Common Market) derived out of the Coal and Steel Community created in 1957 of France, West Germany, Belgium, Netherlands, and Luxembourg. England did not join. The EEC was created by two Frenchmen in 1950, Jean Monnet and Foreign Minister Robert Schuman.

Late Cold War

· The stagnation and pointlessness (real or perceived) of the Vietnam War ushered in a new era of looking at the Cold War and society in America which eventually started spreading to the rest of the world. The American policy in Vietnam was based on limited war so as to avoid provoking any Communist Bloc countries to join in. In the end that backfired dividing America, and by 1967 the war was completely unpopular.

· Even after American troops crushed the North Vietnamese Tet Offensive in 1968 the war was still increadibly unpopular because Washington had been saying the end was in sight. If the end was in sight, how was North Vietnam able to mount a full scale conventional attack against us?

· After Nixons election in 1968 he used diplomacy with China to weaken North Vietnam’s position. He was able to do that because China and the USSR distrusted each other. Nixon managed to secure a limited peace in 1972, which failed in 1974 due to lessened American involvement.

· A combination of Watergate in 1974 and the fall of South Vietnam that we had spent so much trying to protect lead to a period of dissolusionment, uncertainty, and division in America.

· The Womens Movement grew out of the protest movements of Vietnam, or the realization that grass roots efforts can create change. It developed out of the increasing importance of women in corporate life. The movement was focused around the empowerment of women and ‘freeing’ them from the ‘limiting conditions’ imposed on them by men.

· Betty Freidan first addressed this issue around 1963 in her book ‘The Feminine Mystique’ in that women were not allowed to become fully mature, developed adults because they were forced to conform to certain social expectations. In 1966 she formed NOW or National Organization for Women.

· The ‘womens rights’ movement was focused mainly on getting equal rights as man and giving themselves the ability to make their own decision. Their movement served as the basis for many other minority or unique groups (disabilities, gay, ect.)

· The 

· The US (and in turn world) economy began to stagnate in the late 60s and especially in the 70s. This was caused due to the devaluation of the American dollar resulting from us sending it overseas.

· In response to seeing the price for crude oil drop while consumer goods increased, OPEC (Oil Producing Exporting Countries. While it is not nescesarily a middle east organization, it is dominated by the Middle East) declared an oil embargo on US in 1973 in response to us supporting Israel in the Yom Kippur War. (Book calls it the fourth Arab-Israeli war which technically is incorrect as the belligerants were Egypt, Syria, and Iraq. With only Iraq possibly able to call itself Arab. Arab refers to an ethnic group, not a cultural or regional group.)

· Things began to improve but with the Iranian Revolution on 1979 and the new fundamentalist theocratic government refusing to trade with us, the economy began to falter again, lasting until 1982 for America and past 1986 for Europe.

· The primary effects of the economic downturn of the 70s were mainly societal, in that the outlook became more pessimistic and depressing. The large welfare programs instituted post WWII helped prevent the downturn from snowballing into another depression. Govt spending massively increased though, in 1982 western European govts spent more than 50% of the national income. This was back when governments were next to never supposed to run at a deficit. This lead to a movement for smaller govt that weren’t spending most of the income as in the form seen then it was possibly doing more harm as it was increasing national debt and inflation.

· In America the neo-conservatism emphasized tax cuts in a ‘trickle-down’ economic system. However failure to resolve the budget issues lead to a massively increasing national debt that currently is almost impossible to comprehend.

· In an effort to curtail spending govts cut down on large scale scientific programs. Smaller companies were unaffected paving the way for the ‘computer boom’ by small scale companies.

· The economic hardships forced many people to re-evaluate their long held opinions such as environmentalism and long term effects of decisions. The Green Movements also were created from a backlash against the self indulgence from the post-war years.

· Due to less money being available, people began to look at what they ate and how they lived for their health. This coupled with a decreased faith in the innate superiority of medical science and that it is the end all, lead to a small scale ‘health revolution’ where you had to look at your whole health rather than just using medicine.

· Due to fears of unemployment or ‘dead end jobs’ people began to marry later and women began to stay in the workforce once they had kids. People tended to be more focused on ‘down to earth’ needs such as jobs. In a striking study; France, which in the 60s was a hotbed of political radicalism and idealism; students said the most important issue was getting a job. 

· (If you’re the only one a bit confused how people can be focused on ‘common sense’ issues yet be also interested in environmentalism, you’re not the only one. The book does a poor job of explaining that. Its what the book always does when it can’t really explain something: move onto a different topic.)
